
The Christiane Cook Memorial 

Scholarship Contest 

A Chance to Win a Scholarship just for writing an essay: 

First Prize: $600  Second Prize: $400 Third Prize: $200 
 

Submit an essay on the following topic and you could win! 

Electronic Communications: Its Effect on Freedom of Speech,  

Rights of Privacy and Government Transparency 
The framers of the U.S. Constitution knew the importance of personal freedom, but they had no idea 

about the Internet or cell-phones.  Now, your generation has to decide how the Constitution and the 

lessons of history apply to new media.  Some new questions are:   

1. Do the wire-tapping rules for phone lines also apply to email and cell-phones?   

2. Does freedom of the press allow publishers to distribute “top-secret” government documents? 

3. May Facebook entries made at home be used in suspension cases at school? 

4. Should the police or newspapers be allowed to track cell-phones? 

The above questions are meant only to stimulate thought.  There are many other aspects of the topic 

that could be explored. 

Who is Eligible 

Any current high school student attending school in Mountain View, Palo Alto, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, 

Portola Valley, Woodside, Redwood City, Menlo Park, Ladera, Atherton, East Palo Alto or the 

unincorporated areas between Redwood City and Mountain View is eligible.   

About the American Civil Liberties Union 

Formed in 1920 on the issue of illegal search and seizures, the ACLU has evolved into a national 

organization of over 500,000 members that seeks to protect rights guaranteed in the Constitution.  The 

ACLU has some 200 staff members and 53 Affiliates located in all states with many local chapters 

composed of volunteers.  The Mid-Peninsula Chapter of the ACLU of Northern California sponsors this 

contest.  Our local website is www.ACLU-MidPen.org and the national website is www.ACLU.org.  

About Christiane Cook  

Christiane Cook (1920-2011) was born in France and was 19 when the Nazis 

occupied Paris.  After the war, she came to U.C. Berkeley and earned her PhD.   

She was a professor at San Jose State University and a life-long advocate of civil 

liberties.  She lived her belief that in a democracy it is incumbent upon all citizens 

to express their views and participate in public life.   

 

http://www.aclu-midpen.org/
http://www.aclu.org/


Rules for Christiane Cook Memorial Scholarship Contest:  

 The essay must focus on some aspect of the above topic and should not be longer than 1600 words.  

The work must be original in content.  The writer grants the ACLU and all of its Affiliates a royalty-free, 

unlimited license to reproduce, reprint, copy, and publish the submitted essay, whether or not the essay 

wins a scholarship. 

The essays will be judged by the Board of the Mid-Peninsula Chapter of the ACLU.  Family members of 

the judges are not eligible. Prize winners will be announced on December 15, 2011 (Bill of Rights Day) on 

the Chapter’s website.  Entries must be submitted by 5:00pm on November, 15, 2011.  Entries must be 

emailed to:   EssayContest@ACLU-Midpen.org   Entries must be in PDF file format.    Pictures and 

illustrations may be included with the text, but must be free from copyright restrictions.  The entry must 

include the entrant’s school, age, email address, and mailing address.  The winning essays will be posted 

on our website along with a short biography of each author.  Only one essay per entrant is permitted.  A 

brief biography fewer than 200 words may be provided for publishing with the winning essays.  Personal 

contact data such as email and home address will not be disclosed except to the ACLU’s judges.  

The scholarship is provided by the Mid-Peninsula Chapter of the ACLU.   Our local website is:  

www.ACLU-MidPen.org and the national website is www.ACLU.org . 
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